


• Andrey Gurulyov, an internationally sanctioned member of the Russian State Duma and
former military commander said, “They should understand there could be a strike against
Miami, Texas or any other state…Then, they'll tuck their tail in.  They aren't very brave
over there. This is our truth and what we should aspire to and confidently move toward
that.”6,7

On May 31st, you wrote a guest opinion essay in the New York Times in which you stated, 
“Let me be clear: Any use of nuclear weapons in this conflict on any scale would be completely 
unacceptable to us as well as the rest of the world and would entail severe consequences.”8  This 
statement is insufficient to deter Russia.  

In our view, every tool of national power should be leveraged to achieve deterrence of 
Russian nuclear aggression. To this end, we urge you to clarify U.S. policy concerning the use of 
tactical nuclear weapons by Russia in Europe and to clearly communicate such policy to the 
Russian government. We must reinforce our extended deterrence commitments regarding our 
nuclear umbrella upon which our European allies have relied for decades.  

In addition, the U.S. cannot be a passive spectator as Russia uses nuclear intimidation. If 
Russia uses nuclear weapons in Ukraine, the U.S. must act. This must be clear to Russia to deter 
their use of nuclear weapons in this unprovoked war of aggression against Ukraine. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 
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6 https://www.newsweek.com/russia-warns-horsemen-apocalypse-ukraine-war-hits-100-days-1712609 
7 https://www.newsweek.com/russian-state-tv-argues-over-using-nuclear-war-threaten-us-1715850 
8 https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/01/us/politics/nuclear-arms-treaties.html 
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